
Dear Scorpion families, 

It’s hard to believe that we are already halfway through the first 
quarter of the 2021-2022 school year. It’s been wonderful having 
students back on campus full-time! 

 We started meeting with potential December graduates when the school 
year began to develop graduation plans and check in with students regarding 
their grades. During these weekly meetings, we also discuss post-secondary 
options and do everything we can to support our students and their goals. We are 
currently tracking 13 students who have the opportunity to graduate in 
December. 

 Our next Site Council meeting will be held on September 29, 2021 at 
9:30am. We will offer this meeting via Zoom and in-person. Please attend if you 
are available. This is an opportunity for you to learn first-hand what SPHS is 
doing to support your student and give us feedback as well. I look forward to 
seeing you on September 29! 

 If you have any questions, concerns, or wish to share some great news, 
please contact me at 696-8905 or Christopher.nogami@fwusd.org.  
          
        ~ Mr. Nogami 

From Our Principal, Mr. Nogami 
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We are so excited to 
have you back, Scorpions. It is 
exciting to have so many 
students back on campus and in 
our classrooms! 

This quarter, we are 
offering Algebra 2, Financial 
Math and Geometry.  

All students tried their 
best on the first chapter tests 
of the quarter. Several 
students passed with flying 
colors! Algebra 2 and Geometry 
students will be taking their 
second chapter test this week. 

I am available to stay 
after-school most days if any 
student needs extra help on 
missing assignments or any 
questions about the lessons.  

As always, if you have 
any questions or concerns, 
please let me know! 

 
~ Mrs. Federico 
Office: 696-8907 
Email: 

lisa.federico@fwusd.org 

 We are thrilled to have all students back in person! It has been a 
wonderful start to the school year with classes, activities, presentations, and 
more in full swing. We are proud of the graduates who completed their final 
courses in the first half of Quarter 1. Congratulations! 

 Mrs. Galvez is on campus every day during the school day and in after 
school study hall Monday through Thursday from 2:45 until 4:30. Study hall is an 
opportunity to get ahead or catch up after an absence. With each 60 hours of 
study hall or work experience, you can earn 0.5 elective credit. Mrs. Galvez can 
be reached on her office phone: 696-8899. 

 Mrs. Lucas is on campus on Wednesdays. She is available for tutoring and 
help with writing or other assignments. If you would like help during after school 
study hall, please make an appointment by calling her office:  696-8596 or 
sending an email: linda.lucas@fwusd.org. 

 Attendance matters! Keep coming to school every day, Scorpions. We look 
forward to seeing you and finishing strong in Quarter 1. 

       ~ Mrs. Lucas and Mrs. Galvez 

Mrs. Federico MATH 

SPED News 
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“Life is a math 

equation. In 

order to gain the 

most, you have 

to know how to 

convert the 

negatives into 

positives.” 

~ Unknown 

Mrs. Lucas 

 

Mrs. Galvez 

Mrs. Federico 



 Everyone has returned to school!!!!  Just look at my bitmoji to see how 
excited I am! 
 
 Our new strategy of using audiobooks with each novel has certainly increased student 
interest.  
    
 English II-A students are reveling in the popular novel Staying Fat for Sarah 
Byrnes.  This story involving two high school students facing challenges resonates with 
SPHS students. What do students like about this novel?  “It is relatable.”  “It talks about 
learning how to deal with real world challenges.”  “It addresses topics that are often not 
discussed.”  “It shows us we can learn to move on; how to deal with crises; and learning to 
accept yourself.” Such comments show the relevance of this book to our Essential Question “What 
turning points determine our pathways to adulthood?”    
 
 
 English III-A students examine the Essential Question “What is the American dream, 
and how does that affect our concept of self-identity?” by reading the John Steinbeck classic Of 
Mice and Men.  In doing so, students learned about the Great Depression; how mentally 
challenged Americans were treated during the 1930s; the Federal Writers Project; the WPA and the 
PWA; migrant workers; and background on the author.   
 
 As one student said, “Of Mice and Men reminds me that things don’t always go as 
planned.  Sometimes your path changes from your initial expectations.  To get what you want, 
you have to work hard.  No one will hand it to you.” 
 
 Students in English II-A and English III-A now show their persuasive writing skills using 
Sentinel Peak’s unique SPLAT (Sentinel Peak Language Arts Test), which replaced DAP.  For this 
assessment, students read timely articles, then compose a persuasive essay citing material from the 
readings. 
 
 English IV-A students are laboring through the challenging text of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, making it timely by exploring the relationship of the Essential Question, “Are humans 
inherently good or evil?” to current events.  Our readings and discussions force the students to 
examine you we each determine what is good and what is evil.  
 
~ Ms. Hankin 

Ms. Hankin ENGLISH 
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“The best laid 

plans of mice 

and men  

often go 

awry.”  

~ Robert Burns 

During a team-building activity, 

students enjoyed making boats 

of straws and duct tape in      

Ms. Hankin’s class. 

Ms. Hankin 

A favorite activity is the creation of the 

life-size George and Lennie characters 

from Of Mice and Men. The posters 

are used to depict character traits.    

As you can see, students take great 

pride in their work!  



 I am extremely proud of Sentinel Peak students and 

especially those in Edgenuity.  We are excited about our bulletin 

board filling up with class cards and six graduate hats! Please 

encourage your son or daughter to work on Edgenuity during their 

free time.  Remind them to stay after for study hall Monday 

through Thursday to catch up on missing work.  The road to 

graduation goes through Edgenuity! 

 I am excited to help with student council (STUCO) this 

year.  Our Friday Spirit days mark the beginning of exciting 

STUCO activities.  The first was Blue/Silver Day, next was Sports 

day and the most recent was Meme Day. Friday spirit days will 

continue throughout the year.   

 In addition, Student Council coordinated the first-ever Ping 

Pong tournament at Sentinel Peak where 16 students participated. 

Mr. Nogami prevailed in the end!   

 Homecoming is scheduled for the end of October. SPHS 

always has the best floats!  If you are interested in helping out 

with the float, please attend a Student Council meeting.  Have a 

great day and GO SCORPIONS!   ~ Mr. Nilson  

Mr. Nilson EDGENUITY 
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Sentinel Peak is on Facebook! 

Sign up for our page to receive information on events as well as 
photos from the school year. 

Follow the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/sentinelpeakhighschool 

“Follow  

One  

Course 

Until  

Success” 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Mr. Nilson  



 This is my first year as a Scorpion and I am so excited to be 

here! I am a Tucson native. I graduated from Mountain View High 

School and the University of Arizona with a B.A. in history. I am 

currently teaching government and US history here. I am also 

teaching the drumline at FWHS. 

 First and second hour students are studying government this 

quarter. The first few weeks we studied the foundations of 

government, theories, and the different types of government. 

Recently, we studied the Constitution and the formation of our 

government. 

 Third hour US History students have been learning history in 

a thematically instead of chronologically. The themes for the class 

are based on the Preamble of the Constitution. We just completed 

the “We The People” unit and are starting the “Form a More Perfect 

Union” unit. 

 Looking forward to the rest of the quarter! 

~ Mr. Finley 

Mr. Finley US HISTORY/GOVERNMENT 
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Spirit Days FUN! 

“Don’t let 

what you 

cannot do 

interfere with 

what you   

can do.” 

~ John Wooden 

Mr. Finley  



Rise and Shine! 

College and Career Services  
“The best way to predict your future is to create it.” 

~ Abraham Lincoln 

Hello Scorpions! 

 We have one month of school behind us. Six students have already 
completed all their classes and have graduated. Many more are finishing 
Edgenuity classes left and right… Keep up the great work!  

 I would like to remind everyone of a few opportunities to meet and 
greet with military recruiters during lunch. Army rotates every other 
Wednesday. Navy and Marines rotate every other Thursday. If you are at 
all interested, please make sure to stop by and get information.  

 Also, as presentations continue to become available, I encourage 
everyone to take advantage of these opportunities. There is no 
commitment and the more information you have, the more informed 
choices you can make!  

       ~ Mrs. Alhilfi 

Ms. Hankin poses with 

one of our recent grads. 

Mr. Nilson tries to hide!  

Mrs. Alhilfi 

Students feel pride when 

they add a card to the 

Edgenuity board.        

Seventy classes have been 

completed so far!          

Way to go, Scorpions! 

When students complete all 

their coursework, their names 

go on graduation cap cards 

on this board. So proud of 

our six graduates thus far! 

Congratulations! 


